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LAGS's mission to nurture LGBT scholarship means 
that we·re often looking into the past and into the 
future at the same time, remembering the queer 
past as we encourage cutting-edge scholarship. 
This feels especially true right now, since we're preparing 
for our 20th anniversary and putting the finishing touches 
on our historic [in all senses of the word] conference, "In 
Amerika They Call Us Dykes: Lesbian Lives in the 1970s." 
The conference, which will take place over the weekend of 
October Bth-10th, will be a convening of hundreds of activ-
ists, scholars, artists, performers coming together to commemorate, celebrate, and 
analyze the crucial decade of the 1970s. We"ll have the opportunity to hear from 
women who were active in those years in all facets of lesbian life, as well as from 
women and men researching and writing about the period. The process of planning 
the conference has been thrilling for me; I've been able to work with a wide variety 
of women who bring to the table years of experience in lesbian cultures, politics, and 
scholarship. And I'm reminded again and again how powerful the influence of the 
1970s has been on the politics and academic knowledges that would not have been 
available to all of us in the subsequent decades without the work of these coura-
geous women. 
As we've been working on the conference, I've also been thinking about the more 
recent past, and the promise of the future. This semester CLAGS will begin plan-
ning in earnest for our 20th anniversary, which will take place in the academic year 
2011-2012. While I was just a child in the 1970s, I was a graduate student during the 
early years of CLAGS, and totally caught up in the ferment of the new movements in 
queer studies. Over the coming months we'll be generating ways to both capture the 
excitement of CLAGS's early years and reflect on the changes that CLAGS produced 
and has been shaped by. I invite you to share your suggestions and ideas about how 
we could best celebrate how far we've come, and ways in which we can engage with 
the future. 
Best, 
Sarah E. Chinn 
Acknowledgement of Staff /Board Changes 
H 
ere at CLAGS we've had a changing of the guard in recent months. Development 
Director Effie Maclachlan has moved on to a position at CUNY central on 80th Street, 
Events and Outreach Coordinator Barrak Alzaid is now Programs Co-ordinator at 
Arte East, a New York-based international nonprofit organization that supports and 
promotes artists from the Middle East and its diasporas, and interim Events Co-ordinator Mel 
King has moved to the Empire State Pride Agenda. Many thanks to all of them for their hard 
work for CLAGS. 
The positive side of these changes is that we are delighted to welcome Arianne Benford as our 
new Events and Outreach Co-ordinator and Jasmine Burnett as Development Director. 
Jasmine Burnett comes to CLAGS via Los Angeles, where she was Development Associate with 
the Black AIDS Institute. Jasmine has a strong background organizing for queer women of 
color's sexual health: she blogs about African American lesbian sexuality at Aunt Betty's Base-
ment, and is a sexual health educator with the Female Health Company. She is also a 
Prevention Research Advocate for HIV Vaccine, microbicide, & ARV development at AVAC: 
Global Advocacy for HIV Prevention. 
Arianne Benford is a lead producer for Rivers of Honey, a twelve year old cabaret held the first 
Friday of every month at WOW cafe theatre. She was artist-in-residence in the New York Studio 
Program, and is an established poet and essayist on the LGBT performance circuit. Arianne 
brings with her significant skills in new media, including website design and construction and 
social media networking. 
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